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Mr. Wang in the upcoming Taipei meeting on 
whatever issues are of concern. If the meet-
ing is restricted only to talks about issues in 
a particular area, it will minimize the effect 
of the agreement we may make. This will 
not be beneficial for improving relations be-
tween the two sides. 

The 1993 Singapore agreement was the first 
agreement which was officially authorized 
for signature by both governments and was 
approved by respective elected bodies after 
separation on each side of the strait. If ei-
ther of the two parties was not willing to 
abide by the agreement, then the confidence 
level for the signing of future agreements 
will certainly be negatively affected. Over 
time, we will attain more agreements con-
cerning the people’s rights and interest. 
Thus, we can build mutual confidence 
through the accumulation of interim agree-
ments. This method gives us the ground 
work for a solid foundations for peaceful and 
stable cross-strait relations. 

Third, the two sides should gradually de-
velop a confidence building measure (CBM), 
in order to insure the peace of the Taiwan 
Strait and the security of the Asia-Pacific 
region. Beginning in 1991, the two sides set 
up the Straits Exchange Foundation and the 
Association for Relations Across the Taiwan 
Straits, respectively, to be the institutional-
ized communication mechanism between the 
two sides. This is the accepted communica-
tion channel under the informalized relation 
between the two sides. 

For years, these two organizations have 
exchanged phone calls and letters to conduct 
necessary contacts and communication. In 
1996, however, the Chinese mainland unex-
pectedly launched a military threat against 
Taiwan and unilaterally suspended the func-
tions of the two organizations for more than 
three years. It is a situation we deeply re-
gret. 

Under the influence of democracy and free-
dom, Taiwan is becoming increasingly liber-
alized and advanced. Such an environment 
has exerted a direct impact on the SEF to be 
more flexible and open, when holding con-
sultations with ARATS. Let me assure you 
that the ROC government is fully confident 
and sincere in resolving any political dif-
ferences between the two sides via consulta-
tions. Even so, we will not hold talks with 
the Chinese mainland under such unfriendly 
conditions as political inequality, diplomatic 
interference, and military threat. National 
security and dignity are what I myself and 
the SEF personnel constantly must bear in 
mind, when we exchange contacts with the 
Chinese mainland. I believe that these two 
criterias are also the two foremost concerns 
of the people of Taiwan. 

In recent years, I have observed that Bei-
jing has been withdrawing from the position 
that ‘‘we can talk about anything’’ toward a 
parochial mentality that ‘‘we can only talk 
about political issues.’’ This confuses us. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
call on Beijing to return to the consultation 
table as soon as possible, to establish mutual 
trust between the two sides through con-
sultations, and to adopt necessary and posi-
tive measures to insure the peace and sta-
bility of the Taiwan Strait. 

Fourth, the two sides should expand items 
and the scope of exchanges and cooperations 
and treat each other with sincerity through 
reciprocity, in order to ultimately normalize 
bilateral relations. During the past 50 years, 
the two sides have accumulated individual 
experiences of development that can be ex-
changed to assist each other. In the past, we 
have proposed that the two sides conduct ex-

changes and cooperate in the areas of agri-
culture, scientific technology, economic de-
velopment, and rule by law. We have also 
suggested the two sides deal with the Asian 
financial crisis together, in order to jointly 
contribute to the prosperity and stability of 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

Unfortunately, we have not had any posi-
tive response from Beijing, to date. In the fu-
ture, we will continue to encourage and per-
suade the Chinese mainland to pragmati-
cally respond to our constructive proposals. 
We will also unfold various cooperation 
plans with Beijing to increase mutual trust, 
achieve consensus, and ultimately attain the 
goal of establishing normalized relations be-
tween the two sides. 

Ladies and gentlemen, during the past four 
decades, the ROC has managed to create mir-
acles in economic development and political 
democratization, under unfavorable natural 
environments and conditions. Naturally, we 
wish to achieve more, and it is our hope that 
we can bridge the gap of the Taiwan Strait 
in economic and political developments by 
appropriate interaction and constructive 
dialogue between the both sides of the Tai-
wan Strait. This will help us to realize the 
natural reunification of both sides in a 
peaceful and democratic way. 

At the threshold of the twenty-first cen-
tury, with the Cold War era ended, I sin-
cerely hope that the Chinese mainland will 
discard the remnants of the Cold War ‘‘zero- 
sum’’ thinking and expand their horizons to 
join us in building a peaceful and stable rela-
tionship for both sides of the Taiwan Strait, 
under conditions which respect the political 
status quo of both sides. 

As time is pressing, let me finish my 
speech here. Thank you very much. And I 
wish all the distinguished participants of 
this conference health and confirmed suc-
cess. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sister Estella Ibarra of Toledo, 
Ohio, who is being honored this evening in a 
special tribute for her work in our community. 
Since her 1988 arrival in Toledo, Sr. Estella 
has tended to the housing, employment, and 
educational needs of South Toledo residents, 
while ministering to their spiritual needs as 
well. 

After coming to Toledo to establish 
Marianist Social Ministries, Sr. Estella wit-
nessed the critical housing situation facing 
many of her clients and it spurred her on to 
action. While working as Hispanic Outreach 
Coordinator for Catholic Charities in the Dio-
cese of Toledo, she proposed and initiated 
CHIP: the Charities’ Homeowners Initiatives 
Program. Since 1992, CHIP has provided 
close to thirty low-moderate income families 
with financial counseling, legal assistance, 
training in budgeting, home management, and 
retirement planning in preparation for buying a 
home. Starting in the city of Toledo, Sr. Estella 
is replicating the program in seventeen other 
communities in the Toledo Catholic Diocese. 

To aid families in housing crises, Sr. Estella 
founded La Posada, a temporary shelter for 

homeless families. The shelter, named to 
honor the Mexican Christmas tradition in 
which families walked through the village by 
candlelight reenacting the Holy Family’s 
search for shelter on the night of Jesus’ birth, 
allows families in need to stay up to ninety 
days while re-establishing a foothold. Sr. Es-
tella founded La Posada in 1991 through the 
combined efforts of herself and five churches 
in Toledo’s Old South End: SS Peter & Paul, 
Immaculate Conception, St. John’s Lutheran, 
First English Lutheran, and Peace Lutheran. 
Serving largely Hispanic families in need, La 
Posada provides help to about 120 people 
each year, most of whom are migrant workers, 
recent immigrants, and refugees, as they 
strive toward self-sufficiency. 

St. Estella also works closely with Toledo 
Central City Neighborhoods Development 
Corp (TCCN), which is sponsored by ten 
Catholic churches and rehabilitates and builds 
affordable homes in Toledo’s central city 
neighborhood. She began service on TCCN’s 
Board in 1994, and even served briefly as the 
organization’s interim director in 1996. 

Sometimes referred to as the ‘‘Mother Te-
resa of Toledo,’’ Sister Estella has helped 
hundreds of Toledo’s ‘‘poorest of the poor.’’ In 
a time when many in our government and 
across our nation have abdicated our respon-
sibilities toward one other, Sr. Estella has cho-
sen instead to follow Christ’s teaching; ‘‘What-
ever you do to the least of my brethren, that 
you do unto me.’’ She is a quiet and humble 
example of how we might live as true fol-
lowers of Christ, and how we might seek to 
truly impact the life direction of people. Sr. Es-
tella Ibarra is ensuring that our future will not 
only be different but better because she has 
been here. I join our community in honoring 
her achievements and thanking her in the 
most heartfelt way for the positive changes 
she has brought to people in need. 
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HON. MAC COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Richard Skinner and his contribu-
tions to Clayton College and State University, 
to the Clayton County community, and to the 
State of Georgia. For over 5 years, Dr. Skin-
ner skillfully guided Clayton College to the 
forefront of higher education in the information 
age. 

Dr. Skinner developed and implemented a 
ground-breaking program providing every stu-
dent and professor at Clayton College with a 
personal notebook computer. This launched 
the school into a new era, setting a higher 
standard for education not only in Georgia, but 
in the Nation as a whole. Dr. Skinner also led 
the steering committee responsible for imple-
menting the Georgia Learning Library Online, 
the most advanced statewide World Wide 
Web-based library in the country. 
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Acknowledged by the Atlanta Journal-Con-

stitution as ‘‘a national ambassador for techno-
logical training,’’ Dr. Skinner’s work has in-
cluded the development of a fast track for stu-
dents seeking jobs in the information tech-
nology field. The program responded to short-
ages in high-tech workers by teaming higher 
education and the information technology in-
dustry. Students graduate from the program 
with an excellent education and the potential 
to obtain highly paid, high-skill jobs with nearly 
unlimited opportunities for future advance-
ment. 

Dr. Skinner continues to be a strong advo-
cate for improving our higher education sys-
tem and preparing our work force for the next 
century. His actions have moved Clayton Col-
lege strides forward. The Clayton, GA commu-
nity may be losing a valuable leader, but it will 
be to the benefit of the entire State of Geor-
gia. Dr. Skinner will serve as president and 
chief executive officer of Georgia GLOBE 
(Global Learning On-Line for Business and 
Education). 

Georgia GLOBE will use technologies such 
as the Internet and the Web to provide Geor-
gians, especially nontraditional adult students, 
with greater access to continued education. I 
look forward to continuing to work with Dr. 
Skinner as he creates new goals to bring 
Georgians and Americans into the information 
age. It has been, and will continue to be, an 
honor working with a man of such vision and 
dedication. 
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, though de-
rived of good intentions, the Federal Endan-
gered Species Act has proven ineffective in 
achieving its desired objectives. Moreover, the 
law threatens the freedom and liberty of all 
Americans, but particularly rural Americans. 
As a Representative of the rural Fourth District 
of Colorado, I am grateful for the leadership of 
Colorado State Representative Steve John-
son, and Senator Mark Hillman upon passage 
of Colorado House Joint Resolution 99–1051. 

The findings and recommendations of the 
Colorado General Assembly, as outlined in 
this important Resolution are imperative sug-
gestions for this Congress. Accordingly Mr. 
Speaker, I hereby submit for the RECORD the 
official position of the State of Colorado re-
garding amendment of the Federal ‘‘Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973.’’ I furthermore 
urge my colleagues to act favorably upon the 
instructions offered by my Great State. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 99–1051 
By Representatives Johnson, Alexander, 

Grossman, McKay, Miller, Smith; also Sen-
ators Hillman, Anderson, Congrove, Dennis, 
Epps, Evans, Lamborn, Musgrave, Owen, 
Powers, Tebedo, Teck. 

CONCERNING AMENDMENT OF THE FEDERAL 
‘‘ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT OF 1973’’ 

Whereas, The ‘‘Endangered Species Act of 
1973’’ (ESA) needs to be amended to encour-

age proactive species conservation efforts at 
the state level rather than reactive, burden-
some, and costly efforts at the federal level; 
and 

Whereas, Merely listing a species as 
threatened or endangered does little to con-
serve the species; and 

Whereas, Many state programs such as 
Colorado’s nongame program have been very 
successful in conserving species such as the 
boreal toad without a federal listing; and 

Whereas, The ESA should provide incen-
tives for states to adopt proactive ap-
proaches to avoid the listing of species under 
the ESA rather than penalizing such efforts; 
and 

Whereas, The ESA should be amended to 
provide that a federal listing is not required 
where a state has already adopted a program 
to protect the species unless it is absolutely 
necessary to avoid nationwide extinction; 
and 

Whereas, If a state has an effective pro-
gram to protect a listed species in place, 
that program should be recognized as a rea-
sonable and prudent alternative under the 
ESA, thereby providing a cost-effective 
means for species recovery, maintaining 
state jurisdiction over land and water re-
sources, and allowing economic development 
to move forward, and 

Whereas, States should not be penalized for 
efforts to enhance or establish populations of 
species by federal pre-emption once the spe-
cies is listed, rather, such populations should 
qualify as experimental under the ESA, 
thereby maintaining control and regulation 
of the species by the state; and 

Whereas, The ESA should not be applied 
retroactively, and projects in existence prior 
to the passage of the ESA that may come up 
for a federal permit or license renewal but do 
not involve an expansion of the project or an 
increase in the environmental impact of the 
project should not be subject to consultation 
under Section 7 of the ESA; and 

Whereas, Federal implementation of the 
ESA to protect aquatic species must con-
sider state water rights, and any recovery 
program should be structured to avoid or 
minimize intrusion into state authority over 
water allocation and administration; and 

Whereas, The administration’s ‘‘No Sur-
prises’’ policy should be adopted as an 
amendment to the ESA so that permit hold-
ers and landowners have some assurance 
that once ESA requirements have been met, 
no further mitigation efforts will be re-
quired; now, therefore, 

Be It Resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Sixty-second General Assembly of 
the State of Colorado, the Senate concurring 
herein: 

That we, the members of the Sixty-second 
General Assembly, urge Congress to adopt 
these amendments to the federal ‘‘Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973’’. 

Be it Further Resolved, That a copy of this 
resolution be sent to the President of the 
United States, the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and each 
member of Colorado’s Congressional delega-
tion. 

RUSSELL GEORGE, 
Speaker of the House 

of Representatives. 
JUDITH M. RODRIGUE, 

Chief Clerk of the 
House of Represent-
atives. 

RAY POWERS, 
President of the Sen-

ate. 

PATRICIA K. DICKS, 
Secretary of the Sen-

ate. 
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Wednesday, June 16, 1999 

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, sex, 
drugs and rock and roll were condemned thirty 
years ago and here we are today talking about 
trying to legislate morality when we should 
really be talking about are education and pre-
vention programs to stop youth violence. 

I want to show my colleagues what one of 
my communities has done * * * the City of 
Salinas has just published their Strategic 
Framework to reduce youth violence in their 
community. It is the result of a community col-
laborative planning process involving core 
group members from the schools, social serv-
ices, faith community, education, health and 
law enforcement, and the private sector. The 
intent of the Strategic Framework is to provide 
a snapshot of community assets and needs, 
and to chart out the kinds of long-term efforts 
needed to prevent and reduce violence. 

I want to quote from the Mayor’s letter, ‘‘The 
root causes of violence are varied and com-
plex * * * We can no longer afford a frag-
mented and uncoordinated approach to youth 
violence. This community needs to create 
multi-disciplinary partnerships, which share re-
sources and transcend the 
compartmentalization and organizational limi-
tations of the status quo.’’ 

Salinas’ ‘‘Framework for Violence Preven-
tion’’ is really a ‘‘one size fits all’’ approach 
that any community in the country can follow 
to find their own solutions for youth violence. 

If we truly want to have an impact on reduc-
ing youth violence, I urge my colleagues to 
work with their local communities to initiate the 
kind of grass-roots assessment that Salinas 
did because we won’t find the solutions to 
youth violence here in Washington. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 1999 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 204, I was inadvertently detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ’’aye.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 1999 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, due to 
business in the District, I was unavoidably de-
tained in Chicago. As a result, I missed roll 
votes number 210, 211, 212, 213. 
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